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A couple years ago, | spent the summer in GranddRand worked for the library at Calvin College.
My roommate was away for the summer, so | waseraipartment alone. Since it was summer break, |
didn't have any homework to do. So, once | gotéaémom work at 5:00, | was free to work on

projects | didn't have time for during the schoeay And the main project | gave myself w@sfch up

on pop culture

A number of my friends had been talking about autepTV show, LOST — and how brilliant and
engaging it was. So a friend loaned me Season\in

The premise of the show is that an airplane crashesdeserted island, and the folks who surviye tr
to figure out a way off the island. But there drese weird, supernatural forces at work that goe
sense that there is something really eerie gointhere. And there are enemies on the island tlaaem
the place all the more dangerous.

Part of the show's draw, | think, is the suspepsa:don't know what's living in the forest; you ¢on
know who's lurking around that dark corner.

And the show was scary to me! | realized that lobhso good at differentiating between the story and
real life. Because whenever | came into my apartraenight, | always had that unsettled feeling:
what could be lurking arourttiis dark corner omyhouse?

| started freaking myself out so badly that | hadtart giving myself rules, lik®on't watch LOST
unless it's with somebody else, AND it's durindigayhours.Because | could really freak myself out,
and | was feeling so scared at night. Eventuhligcame too afraid, and | had to give up watclireg
show altogether. (And it took me a while to reaosreen from that!)

Now, | knew it was silly to be afraid of the dadnd island forces, and the Others. | knew that Gasl
good and has the whole world in his hands.

But because my fear felt so silly to me, | didmayand ask God to protect my apartment...and girote
me. | didn't pray that God would reach in and toowy fear.

| felt like it was such a small and silly thing thalidn't really think about Jesus' power reactimgye,
too. (I mean, does the power of God fit into a plas small as my fear of the dark?)

Truth is, there are all sorts of things in this ddhat weare afraid of:

Small things: like the dark, and heights, and tiglaces.

Big things: like cancer, and earthquakes, and wars.

We fear shame, and pain, and death.

We fear the unknown, our present circumstanceduthee.

We fear others: what they're capable of doing to us

We can fear ourselves: whae're capable of.

Sometimes, if we're honest, we may even find ouesdaleeling afraid of God.



So many things in this world feel out of our coht&nd, really, not only do wéesel powerless to hold
it all together...but ware powerless.

In the face of these things, we know Jesus is$df'desus loves me this | know, for the Bible tefils
s0”), but we wonder:

Is Jesus' power able to hold us together in bigg®?
Is he big enough to have a say in:

international conflict,

and economic crises,

and oil spills?

How deep does Jesus' power really go?
Is it deep enough to reach:
the voice that shames you and says, 'You're od gnough'?
And loneliness?
And your past?
Is Jesus' power so deep that it reaches:
anorexia,
and anxiety,
and depression?
Does it go that deep? Can he hold things togétisze?

And just how strong is Jesus' powesally?

Strong enough to release us from a sin that keapgithg on?

Strong enough to heal a relationship that's braktna million pieces?

Strong enough to bringeal hope to a courthouse, hospital room, cemetery?

Strong enough to actually disarm the enemy andcowee the evil that we actually encounter?

Is Jesus really powerful enough to:

heal our past?
Can he hold us together in the present, today?
Can he lead us to a future where we'll be okay?

Those are a lot of questions. And ones we dok'akmid very often. But arerthosethe questions
that keep us lying awake at night? Aren't thosegtiestions that, at the end of the day, really enatt

Is Jesus who we say he is?
Is he really strong?
And does his power reach into every crack and ceeof our own real lives?

And that gets at what the church in Colosse wasidenng, too.

We learned last week that the Colossian churchdisg®uraged, and that false teachers were coming
in saying, “You need to do more and be more in iotadée good enough.”

This week, what we're going to talk about...thadsd teachers made the church feel afraid...abfaid
the powers of this world, afraid even of God, amat lesus wasn't powerful enough to do anything



about it.

Next week, we'll talk about how the church was gwesd intcaddingso many things, andbing so
much in order to be okay.

But this week, what we're dealing with is: theyfeid.

(Next week, we're going to spend time in ChapteABd chapter 2 is the part of the letter thatlyeal
gives us an idea of what was going on in the Ca@osshurch, and what the Christians there were
dealing with.)

What we need to know now is that our passage femtiorning is written in direct response to the
problems that the Colossian church was having. tMaay, the false teachers who had come into the
church taught that they had much to be afraid of:

things in the natural world,

supernatural, spiritual powers,

and, without some kind of way to make themseluese acceptable, even God himself.

They taught, “God could help you. But you reallydedoworkin order for God to listen to you and
intervene.”

These teachers said the church had to contendhitgs on earth and things in heaven: visible and
invisible — all sorts of thrones and powers andharities. And all they had on their side wassu®
Jesus-Meek-and-Mild Jesus? Jesus who was — wiitainlifetime — overcome by evil and killed on a
cross? They taught, He might have been good,éutasn't able to hold much together.

Now Paul heard about what was going on the chdmaugh their pastor, Epaphras. So he writes this
letter to them. And every part of this letter ditg addresses what they were being taught. So our
passage this morning deals specifically with protde With these questions.

So, how does Paul respond to these big, unsetttag;your-sleep kind of questions?

Well, most scholars think that verses 15-20 heeehgmn. So, then, Paul's response to all these
frightening things is...a church song. One that@olossians might have even known.

And the song says:

Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the fostlof all creation.
Everything was created by him and for him.
He's before all things, and in him, all things htadether.
He's one with the Father. We know the Father isidgmerause we see that Jesus is good.
He's the Cause.
He's the Reason.
He's the Goal.
Everything that exists is under his authority.
He holds the universe together, so that if he rexddus hand, the whole thing would fall apart.
He is God. And he has a human face.

And this God has not removed or distanced himsethfus. Instead, he joins us. He is the head, and



he makesisthe body. And later Paul says, “The mystery tlmatproclaiming is this: that Christ is
you”

And this Jesus is the firstborn from among the deadhat in everything he might have the supremacy

His power has overcome the most powerful enemymwaesvk death.
He's opened the way for his people to rise fronmdisd, too.

And he is the head of the church. His power becamepower.
His life gives life to the church.

The church's work is his work.

And God was pleased to have all his fullness dimelim, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things: whether things on earth or things in heavéy making peace through his blood shed on the
Cross.

He reconciles all powers to himself.

Not by force, but through his blood.
Because he is the fullness of God — he is abl®tt d
Because he is flesh and blood — his power extends t

By the blood of the cross, Jesus puts everythitggright relationship with himself.
And that means that Jesus joins himself with theadh We are his body; he is in us.
And Jesus stands over and against every single etieeny power.

Jesus holds us together with him.

And he holds everything together.

(pause)
The hymn ends in verse 20. But Paul applies littnighere it's needed in verse 21:

Through Christ's physical body, he has reconcitad yoo, Colosse. He has made you holy in his
sight, without blemish and free from accusation.

Them Paul says in verse 23:

Your call, then, is to continue in the faith.

No matter what anybody else tells you.

No matter how things appear.

No matter how afraid you are.

Don't move from your trust in Jesus.

Don't move from the hope he holds out to you.

He holds together every atom in the universe, Araligh his blood, he's reconciling all things to
himself.

And he's holding you together, too.

Now I've got to stop here and make a confessiossgrmon has been a difficult one to write fosthi
reason: Jesus holds all things together...andweania world that's broken. We know that our days
here can be frightening and painful. So, how tillyou that Jesus' power reaches everywhere and
that your call is to continue in him when you knewell what it is to suffer? When it comes to
explaining things and putting them neatly in plagat, only can | not hold my life together (because
none of us can), but | can't even neatly hold meartogether.



The best way that | can communicate this mystety tell you a story:

One Sunday morning at my church in Grand Rapidsgtheard two men talking during coffee hour.
And the one said to the other, “So, what are yotoupday?”

And this second man, “Well, I'm going to the nugshrome to sing.”
And the first man said, “You sing? Well, what dansing?”

And the second man said: “You know, the peoplesit vhost are the people who are dying. And now
here they are, and they're filled with regret, #rel wonder if God loves them enough to accept them
and if God is powerful enough to somehow make fedince in this life. So, | sing to them. And |
sing a lot of songs, but the one | go back to ewvet over is:

Jesus loves you, this | know

For the Bible tells us so

Little ones to him belong

We are weak, but he is strong.

We are weak, but he is strong.

People of God, when God calls us to hold firmlyite hope we havéhat'swhat it looks like. It

means we keep singing these church songs aboubwh®od is, trusting that the Spirit will make that
truth work deep down in us. That the Spirit williph us believe it. That it will give us couragaddill

us with hope.

So, the call then? Continue in him.
The remedy to fear? Trust Jesus. Keep singingetbbgrch songs.

Does this mean he'll always change circumstances? N
Does this mean we'll alwaysel him holding all things together? No.
But are we bound to be subject to evil as the fivaid? No.
(Even as he's now reconciling all things to hirhseen now as he hafreadyreconciledusto
himself...there is a day coming when our Jesuspuiifleverything to right once and for all.)

So, whether we feel it or not, does his presendgéentayes.
Even in hospitals, and courthouses, and battlefjeldd cemeteries? Yes.
Does Jesus' presence reach into every single aratkrevice of this world? Praise God, yes.

And if I've been running from him?
He's also gentle enough to lead you home.

People of God, Christ holds all things together.
And that great mystery: Christ is iyou

Put your hope in him.

Keep singing those church songs.

He is powerful, and he is good.
He's holding everything together.



Amen?

Thanks be to God!



