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Last week we talked about church songs, and howltie Spirit uses those songs to take root in our
hearts and in our lives.

While we've been singing this morning, the voickthe church have made a beautiful sound. And
that leads me to ask you a question:

How many of you feel 'interactive’ this morning3trange question, | know.)
Alright, then | have four questions for you (andheamber, these aren't rhetorical questions):

What can wash away my sin?

(Nothing but the blood of Jesus.)
What can make me whole again?

(Nothing but the blood of Jesus.)
For my pardon, this | see...

(Nothing but the blood of Jesus.)
For my cleansing, thismy plea...

(Nothing but the blood of Jesus.)
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Where does a song like this come from? And I'mtaling about a particular writer or a given era:
but where in the human heart does this song coome?rAnd even though it's not in either of our
hymnals here this morning, and it's not printethimbulletin, why do you know it? Why has it gotte
passed down? (Why is there a hush — or this gésinafter we sing it?)

The song resonates with us because it's born meenf:

When we do things that make us feel nastiyat can wash away our sin?
When we've broken relationships, and trughat can make us whole again?
When we've taken more than we can regday.my pardon, this| see...
When we've damaged our relationship with Godthing can for sin atone...
And there's absolutely nothing we can do to makegthbetter.naught of good that | have done...
Then, we sing:
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

We sing that song because we know our need. Da&p th our guts we feel that:

We need a Savior...

We've all sinned...

Like Paul says in his letter to the Romans: “Whao I don't want to do, and what | hate | do.”

And the church in Colosse knew that same needy fmeded release from sin, and guilt, and that old
way of doing all the wrong things. And they knédw i



In Paul's day, Christians distinguished betweendideself' which was who they were before Christ,
which is who they became once they came to faittirm

And the struggle in this church was with the oltll.se
In this letter, Paul acknowledges how much of anesthis was:

Verse 11: “your sinful nature”

Verse 13: “When you were dead in your sinful ndture
needing “forgiveness of sins”

Verse 14: “the written code that was against us”

Verse 23: “restraining sensual indulgence”

The Colossian church had a sin problem (who dd8sn't

But like some churches, and unlike othéney knew it.

Not only did they know it, but they felt it deepwdio within them.

They didn't just feel it during their confessiomés, when they could bring it to God, ask for
forgiveness, leave it there, and walk away.

It nagged them.

They never felt new: they always felt old.

They never felt released: they always felt trapped.

They never felt clean:they always felt dirty.

They never felt forgiven, even when they were feeggt  they always felt guilty.

And like we've talking about the past couple weds,false teachers who came into the church did no
make things better. They taught: “If you have @pem with breaking the law — if you're always il

of doing the wrong things ...if you keep being Ipgdple— then we have the obvious solution: You've
got to become better.”

“Becoming better” meant following all sorts of extituals and rules. In a lot of ways, it amourtted
the church beating themselves up.

Even though most of the church wasn't Jewish (andlasn't required for their faith), these false
teachers said: “The only way to be properly ingthinto the community of faith is to be circumcised

They pressured the church to keep all sorts hofg:da
(Verse 16) Not only the Sabbath (which, then, wasra strict day of rest), but also religious feats,
and New Moon feasts.

And as far as worship goes (verse 18), they s#id,rfot enough to gather and sing your simple song
and pray your simple prayers. You need the angdtelp you worship, so you can worship like them.
You need visions and these super-spiritual expeei

(Verse 16): These teachers also gave the churahdgtime about what they ate and drank. They said,
“If you're really sorry for who you are, then doenvten think about eating a juicy piece of lamb aury
favorite cake. It makes you seem like you're motysenough. Don't handle it! Don't taste it! Cion'
even touch it!”



And (verse 23), these teachers even pressuredhtiehcto treat their bodies harshly. “Don't sleep;
pray. Pray more.” —“Don't eat more than the mar@mum.” — “Beat your bodies into submission
andshow how sorry you areDemonstrate how much you want to be changed.”

So, that's what the church died. They listenedthédr tteachers” and figured, “We've got to do more
and more and more to make ourselves right with God.

We've got to take this old self by the arms arstraén it.

We've got to take this old self by the neck ankitki

(By force, you know?)

What can wash away my sin? Well, maybe it's better to let it thirst to death

What can make me whole again? Maybe it means living a very controlled life.

Thisis all my hope and peace... Worshippinghard.

Thisisall my righteousness... Working at it, constantly, without resting,tiih can somehow
make myself better.

Do you know what that's like?

| grew up a generation or two too late, but I'vardestories of what it used to be like in the Gfars
Reformed Church (and other American church tranj@ number of years back. | was sitting with a
group of some of you this past Wednesday, and yere ¥elling me how you couldn't:

play dice,

or cards (unless it was Rook!),

or go to the movies,

or dance,

or even cut up paper dolls on Sundays.
It was feeding that old, sinful self...
...and what would happen if Jesus came back awcdught you dancing, or in the theater?

The culture in our church has changed quite albitgathe way. But are there ways in which we, too,
seek more than ‘just Jesus' to make ourselvesbette

We're all agreed that there's something in usstihat okay, right? But the issue is: what do yowith
it?

Are there things you have to fix before God carelgou?

Are there ways you punish yourself?

Are there memories of guilt that you cannot getafi, even though you've asked

for forgiveness over and over and over...?

Do you needesus and something else to be okay with God?

For God to be okay with you?

That everwith Jesus, you're not good enough?

It's that same burden of not feeling good enoughrotdoing enough, or nabaving enough — that
moved the Colossian church to be so hard on itself.

And Epaphras, their pastor told Paul that the diwas living withJesus and all these other things in



order to be good enough.

So, Paul begins the letter by telling the churdihe' Gospel at work all over the world is at work in
you, too, Colosse.”

Then Paul paints this big, cosmic picture of theird in these big strokes: “He is the image of the
invisible God...the firstborn of all creation..him all things hold together...through his blooédton
the cross, he has reconcilegrything to himself.” This is the Jesus to whom you beldPgul says.

And then he saysiti Christ all the fullness of the Godhead lives in bodilymio. and you have been
given fullnessin Christ.” Everything that is the Father's is also givelCtaist. And everything that is
Christ's he's given to us.

Paul goes on, and continues to paint in bold sirekeot just about Christ now, but also alibat:

“In him you were circumcised. And it wasn't th@&yof circumcision where you just just cut away a
little skin, like these teachers are telling yowlto He's not interested in what you do on theidat
Christ is able to cut you to the heart...and hesdoe

People can't cut away what he cuts away.

You can't make yourself new like he makes you new.

Doing things doesn't change you like he changes you

Nothing can wash away your sin or make you whokéragbut Jesus.
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

That's why Paul says, “Don't let anyone judge ypwhat you do or don't do. The only thing that
matters is Jesus. And you already have fullnessnn

When you were baptized, he washed away your sin.

His bloodhas made you whole again.”

Can you imagine what this must have been like tohe
The Colossian church had been living with:

Jesusand angels

Jesusand special rituals

Jesusand rules, and guilt, and shame.

And Paul says, “No mordesus-and. Just Jesus.”

With Christ, they shared in all the fullness of Gdtis is the beautiful mystery: in baptism, Christ
joined his life to theirs. In the baptismal watérs blood made them clean.

“That's the reality,” Paul says. “Thaysu.” No matter how you feel. No matter what you'vand
wrong, or what you could ever do to make up fort's nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Brothers and sisters, that's our reality, too.
If we've been baptized into name of the Father,thadson, and the Holy Spirit, something of ouryver

identity has changed. It's not that that baptiselfidid it, but somewhere amidst the water ard th
words, God himself baptized us: not just with watewash us on the outside, but by his blood, to



wash clean even the deepest, darkest, worst dasts o
As baptized believers, weve been marked by the blood of Jesus.

We live in an age where we still struggle with diat sin doesn't define us.

God doesn't ask us to punish ourselves or fix degsghe just calls us to confess, and say, “I'myso
And he forgives us.

God frees us from the rules the world imposes ¢mang he gives us his grace.

We don't need anything else. All we need is Jedust Jesus.

Brothers and sisters, some of you have come imtbiing feeling low. Maybe you've brought your
shame or guilt or fear that's come from somethimg said, or did, or thought this past week. Maybe
you've lived with the nagging fear that you're gobd enough. This morning, God speaks the good
news toyou:

God has givenyou fullness in Christ.

God disarms the powers and authorities that stgathst you.
He shames the shamers, triumphing over them bgrass.

In Christ, God judges igour favor.

Through Jesus pust Jesus — you have enough.

God has given you (you!) all fullness in Christ.

He puts an end to fear. He puts an end to dealngakie lays all our shame and fear to rest.

What does this look like? How do we resjust Jesus?
It means going back to the simple truths we believe
It means simple, honest prayer.

For me, when | struggle with this, | go back toadsh song — an African-American spiritual — and |
make it my prayer. It can be as simple as:

In the morning when | rise (and the guilt of the é@fore is still hanging on)...
...give me Jesus.

When dark midnight is my cry...
...give me Jesus.

Even when | come to die, and | wonder what judgnheleserve...
...give me Jesus.

Oh, you can have all thisworld, but give me Jesus.

So then, people of God, put your trust in Jesus.
The one who is flesh and blood and Son of God.
The one who really died, and really rose to lifaiag
The one who is Savior like no one else is Savior.
The one who is Lord like no one else is Lord.

So then, people of God:
What can wash away our sin?
(Nothing but the blood of Jesus.)



What can make us whole again?

(Nothing but the blood of Jesus.)
Nothing can for sin atone...

(Nothing but the blood of Jesus)
Nothing that our hands have done...

(Nothing but the blood of Jesus.)

Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Amen?

Thanks be to God!



